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THURSDAY, Oéober the asth, 1759 


The BOATS. A VISION. 


FTER the little excurfion in laft 

eee Paper, I returned home full of thofe patriot 
é of thoughts with which I concluded that Effay. 
When I had got within doors, the’ firft thing 
that called my attention was the depredation, 
which puerile triumph had made on my peruke. Finding that 
I had loft only one of my ties in honour of the conquefts of 
my country, I confoled myfelf with a retrofpective view of the 
fufferings which others of my countrymen mutt have under- 
gone in climbing inaccefiible afcents, in oppofing almoft infur- 
mountable difficulties, and in wrefting by the hands of vio- 
lence, the only place of ftrength which the F *renich had on the 
American continent. 

Havine drank three glaffes to the fitter fuccefS of his 
majefty’s arms, the confufion of all the enemies of Old Png- 
land, and the immortal memory of thofe heroes, whofe blood 
had ennobled the field of battle, I fat down to inform the pub- 
lic of the importance of this acquifition, as I had done before 
in the Chronicle, and the Roya Magazine, on the capture of 
‘Niagara. 

- Arrer I had done thefehonours to my country, and poured 


a libation of tears to the memory of the brave general Woxre; 
revenge 
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revenge infpired me with a thoufand {chemes to deftroy the 
French flat-bottomed boats in their own harbours. The 
proje&t which appeared to me the leaft liable to objections, 
fhall be fubmitted to the public in fome future Effay ; or, 


if thought not worthy of my own Papers, fhall be inferted in 


the M----R. 
Tue little fair-faced gentleman in the pig-tailed wig, as 


remarkable for his Dublin accent, as Theophraftus for his 
want of the Attic, had convinced me at the Bedford, with his 
ufual eloquence, that it was a point agreed on by himfelf and 
Mr. Pitt, that the French would certainly make a defcent 
here: That the lofs of a hundred thoufand men was no more 
to them, than a pinch of fnuff to him; and by the number 
of flat-bottomed boats, and the multitude of men they inten- 
ed to embark on this occafion, it was evident that they refolved 
not only to make a conqueft of theifland, but if each of their 
men was fupplied with a pick-axe and {fhovel, it was no im- 
poflible thing for them to fhovel the whole ifland on board 
their fleet, and carry it away with them to the continent. 
«« For, faid he, if we make but the fame calculation as the 
«« M----r did of the oil of the fith, in a late paper (which 
“«« by the way was of his own compofing) we might demon- 
«« ftrate both arithmetically and geometrically, that this is no 
romantic fcheme ; no vifion of an hungry author; but 
‘* worthy of the attention of the great minifter, whom I am 
‘* intimately acquainted with, having often /een him at his 
“* own houfe---when I went to vifit one of his upper fervants.” 

As thefe noble fentiments had made a deep impreffion on 
my mind, I could not help turning my thoughts on the poffi- 
bility of thefe boats eluding our men of war, and the confe- 
quences of their making a defcent upon this land of liberty. 


Yet it feemed fomething very drole, that the French fhould 


imagine their fmall craft would ftrike us with ferror, when 


their firft rates were our jef in their own ports, and under the ~ 


protection of their ftrongeft fortrefies. 

Tue valour and vigilance of Hawkg, the intrepidity and 
fidelity of all the officers and failors on board his fquadron, to- 
gether with the timidity of the French commanders, were the 
objects which employed my mind when fleep ftole upon me. 

Tue train of thought which I was engaged in when awake, 
continued in my flumbers. And the firft object which pre- 
fented itfelf to my imagination, was a vaft engine, conftruéted 
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on bithop Wilkins’s principles, which was made ufe of to 
tran{port the flat-bottomed boats over the Englifh fleet. As the 
bifhop, in his Mathematical Magic, has proved the poflibility 
of making a chair to waft a perfon to the moon, I was not at 
all furprized to fee the boats failing in the air full of men, 
arms, &c. 

I opseRveED them in their progrefs, dropping fome pieces 
of. yellow metal, as they pafled over our fleet; but the wind 
blowing very frefh at that inftant, none of them reached the 
fhips, but fell befide them into the ocean. Having made a 
chemical analyfis of this metal during the adminiftration of 
Sir ******, when it was to be met with in great plenty; I found 
by frequent experiments, that it abounded with arfenical par- 
ticles, which operated not only as a fosfon, but likewife as a 
foporific, having laid all thofe who touch it afleep, as Mr. 
Pope has afferted in his Dunciad, and Dr. King in his Templum 
Libertatis. I could not help blefling Providence for the benevo- 
lent ftorm which arofe now, and concluded with the old 
Adage, “* That it is a bad wind indeed which blows nobody good.” 

Enpvep with that velocity of motion, which ufually attends 
people in dreams; I accompanied the fleet of flat-bottomed 
boats to the place deftined for their landing, and got on fhore 
before them. ‘The report of their arrival was immediately 
known to our ftate Argus, who with a fagacity beyond ap- 
plaufe had provided every thing for their reception. Had he 
not been before hand with me, 1 had intended to ride poft to 
inform him of a circumftance of fo much importance. 

I couLp now perceive the falutary effects of his fcheme for 
a national militia ; and faw fuch a numerous army of difci- 
plined troops, that I was fufpicious of my being under a mif- 
take, and that I was got into Switzerland, inftead of England. 
But the robuftnefs of the men, the beautiful fcene which the 
country afforded, and the noble confcioufnefs of unmercenary 
bravery, which fhone in every man’s countenance, foon con- 
vinced me,. that I was not among torops who fold their lives 
for hire, and made flaughter the means of their fubfiftence. 

As I paffed through the ranks of our army, I perceived a 
few vacant fpaces, and enquiring the reafon of it, was told 
that thofe gapes had been filled by fome perfons that were 
lured to enlift themfeives by the Guildhall fubfcription.. Yet 
as thefe vacancies were but very few, and the moft dangerous 
pofts were occupied by perfons who were enrolled at that place, 


I thought it a circumftance fcarce worth notice. eu 
HE 


* 3 
i 
| BAS 
3 | 
| 
4 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
« 
F 
ms. 
? 
4 
97 
tata 
34 
i 
as 
‘ 


a6 BUSY BODY. Nunib. 8. 


Fue alarm which the arrival of the French gave thofe 
who dwelt near the place of their defcent, was not like that 
which our troops oceafioned at Cherburg, an alarm. of terror, 
but rather of revenge. They calmly took the neceffary pre- 
cautions to deprive the enemy of fubfiftence, and tran{ported 
their whole ftock of cattle and corn to the inland countries. 
But as French foldiers, as well as French princes, can fubfitt 
on frogs, when they cannot get foupe maigre, and have con- 
fumed all their a/mentary powder ; [ undertook the depriving 
them of this fuccedaneum, and extirpated the whole race of 
frogs throughout that county. 

WHILE we were employed in thefe necefiary precautions in 
this part of the kingdom, I thought the public-{pirited citizens 
of London were no lefs induttrious on their parts. The mo- 
ney’d men made fuch a run upon the Bank, that it was fup- 
pofed, had they not been diverted from their private views, by 
a perfon of great intereft and greater fortune, the French on 
their coming to the metropolis, would not have found a a 


‘fhilling in that treafury. 


AT the firft landing of the French army, I undertook to en- 
ter their camp in die name of lord ***’s tutor, being both 
in perfon and addrefs very much like him. I paffed the ad- 
vanced guards of the enemy very fafely, but being difcovered 
by a centinel who had been a prifoner at Winchefter, and to- 
gether with twenty thoufand other captives had joined the ene- 
my; I was carried to the officer, who ordered me to be hung 
up on the fpot. The honour of dying for my country in this 
manner is what I would fain have excufed myfelf ; but not- 
withftanding all my remonftrances, the officer infifted on my 
accepting of the dignity ; and a halter being fixed round my 
neck, I was led to the next tree, to be a, up as an example, 
which few of my attendants had courage enowgh to copy. 

As I went along immerfed in grief, the prince de *#** 
pafied by on horfeback, and enquiring into the caufe of my 
melancholy, ordered me to be brought to him, with my hems 
pen trophy round my neck. As foon as I was near enough for 
him to difcover my features, he cried out in broken Enelith, 
Mon Dieu! if dis be not dat Janetof mine, who was be one of 
my foot aboys; and vas go to Angleterre to be mi lord de **** 
his tutor. Oh Monfieur Janet, excufez moi for dat me do 
not defcend from mine horfe, pour vous faire des baifemains ; 
but you fellow dare take a de holtar from his nek, and bring 
him, au dedans de mon tente. 


AFTER 
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ArTeER he had f{poken thefe exhilerating exprefiions, I was 
freed from my honourable collar, and conduéted by a picket 
of guards into his tent, where I was treated with all the civi- 
lity that could be expected from a Frenchman. His highnei{s 
was, in his own terms ravifhed to fee me, and very politely 
afked me, what opinion the Englifh had of his coontreemen ? 
Whether I did not think that Mr. P1rr would be the ruin of 
this nation, by taking the French fettlements {0 fait from them, 
that it was impoflible for Monfieur Maubert to tell lies fait 
enough in the Bruilels Gazette to keep pace with him? I did 
not much care to anfwer any thing to this queition, becaufe I 
was of opinion that the perfon he blamed was the honetteit 
minifter that our country had produced fince the reign of queen 
Elizabeth. He feeing my uneafinefs made me drink a health 
to the greateft friend of this country, which I complied with, 
and need not mention who I named to any Englifhman. I 
was then difcharged, with the liberty of walking where I 
pleafed, having the good luck to have my patriotitm looked 
upon as a mark of gaiety. 


In my view of the French army, I found it confift of men 
who feemed rather tranfported for want of fubliftence at home, 
than with a profpect of returning victors; hunger had imprint- 
ed itfelf fo ftrongly on the lineaments of their faces, that they 
{eemed more ready to eat us, than to fight us. They were 
fuch lufty, jolly men, that the ornaments of the Surgeons Hall 
in the Old-Bailey, and the Anatomy School at Oxford, are the 
only objects which enable us to form any idea of their appear- 
ance. I was not a little chagrined to find that their carps de 
referve was formed of thofe mifcreants, who had received ex- 
orbitant falaries from us in the characters of cooks, dancing- 
matters, fiddlers, hair-dreffers, gentlemen, matters of lan- 
guages, tutors, drawing-matters, and valets de chambre. \& 

LEAVING them with that difdain which refults from conici- z: 
ous worth, I went on board one of the flat-bottomed boats, and 
taking an inventory of its lading, found it to confift of chefts 
of alimentary powder, crucifixes, pater-nofters, mafs-books, 
legends, racks, gibbets, and other material arguments, for the | 
converfign of heretics. A fat monk very civilly thewed me « 
the plan of a monattery to be built for the jefuits at Black- | 
friers ; the thumb of Thomas a Becket; a picture of the holy 
Virgin by St. Luke, juft finithed ; the tear which Jefus thed at 
the tomb of Lazarus; the fhadow of one of the Apoitles which 
cured a fick man of a palfy ; one of the feathers of the Dove 
which Noah fent out of the ark to make difcoveries; and a 
large filver crucifix, in the hollow of which was inclofed the 
ftalk of the fatal apple which Eve gave unto Adam : All which 
were fent by the pope as a prefent to St. Paul's cathedral. I 
thanked the good man for his communicative civility, and re- 


turned to the prince’s tent. But he being called out by a fud- 
den 
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den alarm, I took this opportunity to rifle his portmanteua, 
from whence I took the letter, of which the following is an 
exact verfion. 

«« Lewis the well-beloved: To his dear coufin ****, greet- 
« ing: As the Englifh have by their arms ftripped us of all 
‘ thofe places, which the policy of our premieres had acquired 
‘«< in a time of profound peace; and have by open violence 
«< taken from us our fortreffes at Goree and Senegal ; our fet- 
«« tlements at Cape-Breton, Guadalupe, Niagara, and Quebec ; 
‘«« befides the damages they have done to our town and bafin 
« of Cherburg, and other places on our maritime coaft ; the 
‘« incivility they have {hewn to our fleets, by confining them 
<< to our harbours till they are rotten, or if they meet them in 
« the open feas, by difperfing, taking, and finking them. 
«© Provoked at length by thefe injuries, which if not prevented 
** from encreafing, may endanger us in our royal palace at 
«« Verfailles, interrupt our ¢ete a tete with Madam de Pompa- 
«< dour, and turn all our actions on the continent into heaps 
«of ruin. We have fent you, in our behalf, to take their 
‘© towns, to deftroy their fleets, to maflacre their people, and 
«© make their ifland a defert: In hopes that thefe our intentions 
«< will be feconded by your beft endeavours, we have com- 
«« manded the twenty thoufand prifoners, now in their hands, 
to join you on your landing, and ordered a thoufand maffes 
** to be faid at our church of Notre Dame, for your fuccef$.” 

Signed Louts ; 
Counterfigned ‘fean Faques Marie de Bourbon. 

Wuen I had perufed this letter, I made the beft of my way 
to the Englifh, whom I found engaged. They were led to 
the charge by three perfonages, which the French were entire 
ftrangers to: Their names were Liberty, Property, and Reli- 
gion. How glorioufly they animated their refpective corps, is 
better conceived than defcribed. But among the variety of 
troops which exerted themfelves on this important occafion, I 
was furprized to find a body of Templars, headed by a grave 
old Bencher. ‘The Barrifters, who ferved as common men, 
did {9 much execution with their bayonets, as could never 
have been imagined by thofe, who knew how little they had 
ufed their pens before, and how feldom they had looked into 
their inititutes. 

As I was making this obfervation, I heard a rumour fpread 
in the camp that admiral Ropnry had burnt all the flat- 
bottomed boats which brought over the French army: This 
news occafioning a fhout of joy, I awoke, like honeft John 
Bunyan, and dehold it was a dream. 


*,* In order to oblige fuch of my relations, as choofe to promote my work,* Mr. 
Potrincer, my publifher, at the Duaciad in Pater-nofter-Row, has, in allufion 
to his own fign, and to the fable of Apuleius, placed a Go/den Aji in his thop, 
to receive their offerings; and I doubt not but their contributions will make his 
ffi as famous for its wit, as Buttox’s Lior was for its eloquence. 
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